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765. SPIZALAUDA DEVA. Small-crested Lark. 

Abundant at Umballah. I put up three or four of these 
birds out of low cultivation ; their flight is somewhat hovering, 
like that of a Mirafra. Length 65; wing 3'625; tail 225; 
tarsus barely 1; spread foot 1:5; bill from front ‘625, from 
gape ‘8125 ; extent 12. This specimen agrees with Dr. Jerdon’s 
description ; but its measurements are considerably greater than 
he gives. 


767. ALAUDA GULGULA. Indian Sky-Lark. 

Near Barrackpore I once heard this bird singing in mid air 
and bringing into its song imitations of the calls of several 
other birds. 

Moulmein, September 1865.—A specimen in the flesh mea- 
sured :—Length 6°25 ; wing 3:25; tail 2375 ; extent 9; tarsus 
1; bill from front '5625 ; hind toe and claw ‘9375. Another, 
in moulting-plumage, apparently a young bird of the year :— 
Length barely 6°5; wing 3°1875; tail 2°5; extent 9; tarsus 
9875; hind toe and claw ‘9375; bill from front °5625. 


769. GALERITA CRISTATA. Large-crested Lark. 

Umballah, January 1866.—Length 7:5; wing 4°625; tail 3; 
extent 13; tarsus °9375; bill from front 74875; hind toe and 
claw 1:0625 ; claw alone ‘625. rides dark brown. Bill dark 
brown at the tip and along the ridge of the upper mandible, 
the rest pale horu-colour ; legs dull fleshy brown ; claws darker. 
The tail extends an inch beyond the tips of the wings; lower 
parts fulvous white. 


XIV.— Note on Hypocolius ampelinus, Bp. 
By Dr. M. T. von Hzverin*. 


(Plate V.) 


Tue genus Hypocolius was established by the late Prince Bona- 
parte, in his well-known “ Conspectus Generum Avium 7 (i. 
p. 886); and the only species, H. ampelinus, was described by 
him from two specimens in the Leyden collection. These speci- 
mens were brought by the French traveller Botta, not from 


* [Kindly communicated by Dr. Ħartlaub.—Ep.) 
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California, as was originally believed, but from Abyssinia! A 
generic separation of this very aberrant form is quite necessary. 
In my opinion it belongs to the family of Campephayime. The 
beak and feet are very much like those of the genus Lanicterus. 
The tip of the upper mandible is a little hooked, and before it a 
distinct indentation appears. The wing-feathers are of middle 
length, the first is rudimentary, the third longest, the second and 
fourth of nearly equal length ; the inner vane of the second is dis- 
tinctly angulated ; the short feet are robust and distinctly seutel- 
lated. The tail is rather long and subcuneate, or strongly rounded. 
In the year 1850 I received, from Massowah, through the interven- 
tion of the French consul, M. de Goutin, some birdskins from 
the low Abyssinian coast-region, and amongst these a female 
skin of an unknown bird, which I introduced into my note-book 
under the name of Ceblepyris isabellina, although the stiff, rigid 
feathers of the lower back were entirely wanting. 

It was Dr. Hartlaub who directed my attention to the pro- 
babilitv of my Ceblepyris isabellina being identical with Bona- 
parte's Hypocolius ampelinus—a fact of which I am now fully 
convinced. Hypocolius ampelinus being as yet one of the rarest 
birds in collections, 1 may be allowed to give a figure and de- 
scription of it. 

Hyrocotius AMPELINUS, Bp., Consp. i. p. 836 (1850).— 
Ceblepyris isabellina, Heugl., Syst. Uebers. Vig. N.-O.-Afr., 
Sitzungsber. K. Akad. Wien, xix. p. 284. no. 308 (1855-56). 
(Plate V.) 

g. Subcristatus ; criste plumis laxis, sericeis; delicate isabel- 
lino cinereus ex parte vmaceo lavatus; pileo, gula et sub- 
caudalibus purius pallide isabellinis; margine laterali 
frontis, loris, regione parotica fasciaque nuchali nitide nigri- 
cantibus; remigibus primariis nigris, apice late albis; se- 
cundariis nigricantibus pogonio externo et apice cineras- 
cente marginatis; tertiariis isabellino-cinereis, basi nigri- 
cantibus ; subalaribus sordide albidis; rectricibus notæo 
concoloribus, apicem versus magis magisve nigricantibus ; 
pectoris lateribus cinereo adumbratis; rostro et pedibus 
pallide corneis, illo apice fusco-nigricante: Long. tot. circa 
gi, rostr. a fr. 6”, al. 3" 9%, caud. 4” 3") tans. 7" pol 
gall. 

9. Vix minor, ex olivascente griseo-isabellina ; pileo, ciliis et 
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loris obscurioribus ; nigredine capitis nulla; remigibus pri- 
mariis extus pallide fusessesnte cano marginatis, limbo 
apicali lato, conspicuo et abrupte albo ; nigredine apicali 
caudæ minus distincta ; subalaribus dilute et sordide isa- 
bellinis. 

Juv. Similis foemine, at sordidius tinctus; remigibus subcon- 
coloribus, absque margine albo. 

In the old male the black loral band widens considerably in 
the region of the eye and ear, and unites on the nape. The 
feathers of the bastard-wing are blackish; the alar margin is 
white. 

I never found an opportunity of observing this bird m the 
wild state. It scems to be confined to a very narrow district, 
and to belong exclusively to the low Abyssinian coast-region. 


XV.—List of Birds collected in the Straits of Magellan by Dr. 
Cunningham, with remarks on the Patagonian Avifauna. 
By P. L. Scuater, MA., Ph.D., PRS., and Osberr 
Sarvin, M.A., F.L.S., F.Z.S. 


As already mentioned in the last number of ‘The Ibis’ (supra, 
p. 129, note), the specimens of birds collected by Dr. Cun- 
ningham during the surveying-operations carried on by H.M.S 
‘Nassau’ in the Straits of Magellan, in the (antarctic) summer 
of 1866-67, have been placed in our hands for identification. 
The collection embraces sixty-one specimens, referable to forty- 
four species, of which a list is herewith given, together with 
some remarks we have put together concerning some of the morc 
obscure and less known of them. There are, besides, two or 
three other species, collected at Maldonado, and “at sea,” which 
we have thought it better not to insert in the catalogue, as they 
belong to a very different avifauna. 

Passing over the few species discovered by Forster and the 
older voyagers, our principal knowledge of the avifauna of Pa- 
tagonia is due to the collections made by Capt. King, Com- 
mander of the ‘ Adventure,’ in the years 1826-30, during the 
first survevinz-expedition of the Straits of Magellan, and to 
the collections made by Mr. Darwin, naturalist of the ‘Beagle ’ 
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